252         THE     DON     FLOWS     HOME
" I have come to inform you that I and my assistant,
the former lieutenant Volkov, have been working among,
the Red Army men under our command, and the entire
complement of the Serdobsky regiment, with the exception
of course of the communists, is ready at any moment to
come over to your side. The men consist almost entirely oi;
peasants from Saratov and Samara provinces. They attr
prepared to fight the Bolsheviks. We only need to come to
an agreement with you on the conditions for the surrender
of the regiment. At the present moment the regiment is
stationed at Ust-Khopersk, it numbers about twelve
hundred bayonets, and there are thirty-eight in the
communist nucleus, plus some thirty men who have
formed a platoon of local communists. We shall seize the
battery attached to the regiment, but probably the
battery complement will have to be wiped out, as the
majority of them are communists. My Red Army men
are in a ferment because of the food requisitions which
are taking place in their districts. We have utilized this;
circumstance to bring them over to the side of the cossacksr
But they are afraid that if they surrender they may be
subjected to violence. And so, although it is a detail, I must
come to an understanding with you on this point/'
" What violence can there be ? "
" Well, murder or pillaging. . . /'
*' No, we shall not allow that."
" One other point. The soldiers insist that the Serdobsky
regiment is to be maintained as a whole, and is to be allowed
to fight the Bolsheviks as a separate military unit side by
side with you."                                                                 -j
" It is not in my power to decide on that point."
" I understand. You must communicate with your
higher command and will let us know ? "
'* Yes.  I must inform the staff at Vieshenska/'
" Excuse me, but I have very little time, and if my return
is delayed my absence may be noticed by the regimental
commissar. I think we shall be able to come to agreement
on the terms of the surrender. Let me know the decision
of your command as soon as possible. The regiment may
be transferred to the Donietz front or reinforcements may
arrive, and then . . ."
" I shall send a courier to Vieshenska at once/'